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series have already come to our hand, and a third, we believe, has been 
issued in Paris. The first is chiefly a biography of that half-forgotten 
minister of an unfortunate king, and aid to an unfortunate emperor, 
M. de Narbonne. Happy the man who can find such a biographer, 
and can gain such full, even if tardy, justice. The biography is some- 
thing more. It is a grand historical picture of France and Europe in 
the days of the Revolution, the Consulate, and the Empire. The sec- 
ond volume is occupied with the events and scenes of the " Hundred 
Days," that extraordinary interval of modern history, in which such 
marvellous issues and tendencies were brought together to a single 
point of time. This, too, is a monograph of remarkable power, unri- 
valled by any account of that famous epoch. In the first volume are 
contained also a couple of shorter sketches, of the Sorbonne and of the 
Salons of Paris in the first half of this century. We trust that M. 
Villemain may live long enough to make the volumes of his Souvenirs 
as numerous as those of M. Capefigue's histories. 



7. — History of the Jewish Nation after the Destruction of Jerusalem 
under Titus. By the Rev. Alfred Edersheim, Ph. D., Old 
Aberdeen. Edinburgh: Thomas Constable & Co. 1856. 12mo. 
pp. 592. 

Dr. Edersheim is a Jew by lineage, a Christian in faith, an eloquent 
writer, a careful investigator, and a well-furnished scholar ; and with 
these qualifications he has made a very instructive and entertaining 
book. Much of the matter will be wholly novel to English readers, 
and even a well-read Jew may be taught many things concerning the 
people Israel by this learned proselyte. The history commences 
(after a short but skilfully arranged opening chapter) with the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem under Titus, and ends with the final dispersion of the 
Jews in the fifth Christian century. Into this narrative is condensed an 
amazing amount of information of every kind, historical, biographical, 
social, literary, and religious. The work is wrought with a complete- 
ness which leaves nothing to be desired. We learn how the Jews lived, 
as well as what they suffered, how they disputed, as well as how they 
fought. The training of their homes, the teaching of their schools, the 
discussions of their assemblies, the explanations of their wise men, the 
shades of sect and party, the tenets of Halachist, Hagadist, and Cab- 
alist the progress of thought from Hillel to Jehuda the elder, and the 
decline of power from Herod to Jehuda the younger ; the forms and 
methods of industry, the rules of economy, and the system of common 
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law ; how land was tilled, trade was directed, fortunes were secured, and 
justice was administered ; the customs of the people on their work-days 
and feast-days, at weddings and at burials, in time of peace, of war, and 
of pestilence ; the act, the thought, and the spirit of the nation, — are 
all graphically presented in Dr. Edersheim's story. The enthusiasm of 
the writer is surpassed by his copious fidelity. 

Some of the sketches of character are admirable. Rabbi Akiba is 
the historian's favorite, and his gifts and virtues are set forth in glowing 
language. The rival schools of Hillel and Shammai are sharply con- 
trasted, and there is no lack of candor in dealing with those Rabbins 
who distinguished themselves by the fiercest hatred of the Christians. 
Dr. Edersheim fails most, we think, in his estimate of Josephus ; and 
his account of Philo and the Alexandrine school, though quite full, is 
not quite satisfactory. In local and geographical matters, he generally 
adopts the views of the Talmud in preference to those of the Christian 
historians ; while he is rather too anxious to thrust back Christian dog- 
mas into the theology of the ante-Christian age. He presses too far the 
typical character of the Hebrew religion, — farther than a fair interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures will sustain him. 

A second volume, which shall give the mediaeval and modern history 
of the Jews, is announced as in preparation. "When that shall appear, 
we hope to take in this Review a more extended notice of so valuable 
a work. 



8. — A Journey through Texas ; or, A Saddle Trip on the Southwestern 
Frontier, with a Statistical Appendix. By Frederick Law 
Olmsted. New York : Dix, Edwards, & Co. 1857. 12mo. 
pp. 550. 

The object and the teaching of the second volume of Mr. Olmsted's 
travels in the Slave States seem to be those of the previous volume. 
It is a clear and satisfactory demonstration of the practical evils of the 
slave institution, economical, moral, and social. He has here, however, 
a chance which he admirably improves, to show the superiority of free 
labor over slave labor even in a Southern State. The German colonies 
of Texas, which he describes with minute fidelity, are a living refutation 
of the assertion that white men cannot work under a Southern sun, and 
that the culture of cotton requires the forced labor of black men. The 
solid statistics which Mr. Olmsted has gathered needed only such a 
supplement to their abundance. We believe that the wide circulation 
of these volumes of the " American Farmer " will do more to enlighten 
public opinion and to hasten emancipation than any passionate speeches 



